
K-6 Music Curriculum 
Philosophy 

Content 

Standards 

School Initiatives 

 



General Music Education can: 

 Enrich the student’s school experience 
Expressive, movement-based and artistically centered 
activities. 

 Enhance learning through applied skills 
Music instruction which links to skills learned in other 
subjects (literacy, science, social studies, even math!) 

 Build character and help maintain a positive outlook 
Research-based instruction 
Personal well-being through curiosity in the arts 
Social-emotional learning programs. 



What will students do in Music Class? 
Movement  

Dance 
Curwin Hand Signs 
Mirroring 
engaging senses and representing 
aspects within music through movement. 

Age Appropriate Techniques of music 
(rhythm, pitch, harmony, notational 
literacy, fine and gross motor skills) 



What will students do in music class, continued… 

 Listening and music history 
Exploring music through different cultures and times 
Reflecting on how music in organized AND how music 
affects students individually 

 Language literacy through music 
e.g. Poetry can open awareness of rhythm and beat in 
a natural way which also strengthens skills in reading. 

 Instrument playing and singing 
Learning correct playing technique, care for 
instruments and ensemble skills 



NYS Learning Standards in the Arts 
 The arts standards include music, dance, theater, visual 

arts and media arts. 
 

 Four Artistic Processes: Creating, 
Performing/Presenting/Producing, Responding and 
Connecting 
 

 Specific anchor standards total 11 and are grouped 
under the four artistic processes. 
 

 Each anchor standard is addressed at different levels for 
each grade. 



Focus on anchor Standard 7:  
Perceive and Analyze Artistic Work 
 6th grade-Identify why a specific work is preferred. 

Students are fairly independent in their choice of music, 
and articulate in describing why that music appeals to 
them. 
In creating a project, students are prompted to draw 
upon music learned throughout the year, or to explore 
music that they know of in their own life. 
 

 Kindergarten-Talk about personal interests/ experiences.  
 Students will be led through various musical activities. 
 Students  will demonstrate which of those activities they 
 prefer. 



School Initiatives 

 Applying the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People 
Activities in music class will involve habits of effective people at age-appropriate 
levels. The seven habit 

 

 The 7 habits are grouped into independence skills, Interdependence 
(social) skills and The Whole Person (well-being out of physical, emotional 
and mental health) 

 

 Lessons will highlight these habits and students will be prompted to consider 
how their involvement in music can be at its’ best through these behaviors. 
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